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  Preface to the third edition  

 The earlier editions of this text (Berry, Poortinga, Segall and Dasen, 1992, 2002 
were accompanied by another textbook written by the same four authors:  Hu-
man behavior in global perspective: An introduction to cross-cultural psychology  
(Segall, Dasen, Berry and Poortinga, 1990, 1999). That text was intended to meet 
the needs of students who had little prior exposure to psychology or anthropol-
ogy. However, for the third edition of the present text, there is no longer a parallel 
book to present these complementary materials. As a result, some of the issues and 
fi ndings from this other text have been refl ected into this edition.  

 Since the publication of the fi rst edition of this textbook in 1992 (and of the sec-
ond edition in 2002), there has been massive growth and diversifi cation in the ex-
amination of the relationships between cultural and behavioral phenomena. There 
has been substantial growth in the comparative examination of culture–behavior 
relationships, which has been traditionally known as  cross-cultural psychology . 
Some other developments have focussed on these relationships within cultures, 
where the concept of  cultural psychology  has been resurrected and redefi ned. 
Another development has been the rise of interest in  indigenous psychology , where 
local, culturally important perspectives on the study of behavior have been ad-
vanced. A third development has been the concern with issues of  cultural diversity  
in many culturally plural societies. The cultural, indigenous and the diversity in-
terests all have increasingly evolved toward comparative research and interpreta-
tion, leading to some convergence within the fi eld of cross-cultural psychology. 
One important goal of this text is to bridge these diverse approaches found in the 
literature. We have tried to take seriously the broad range of orientations found 
in the psychological study of culture–behavior relationships. However, we do not 
attempt to provide a single integrated viewpoint.  

 A second important goal of this text has been to include research carried out 
across as wide a range of cultural contexts as possible, drawing materials published 
in English, from many parts of the world. One consequence of this wide casting 
of the net is that there is an obvious variation in the development and display of 
behavior in these distinct cultures. However, such a global breadth also provides 
the possibility of discovering pan-human regularities in basic psychological proc-
esses that are shared across these highly variable cultures.  
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xxii Preface to the third edition

 While presenting these various perspectives and fi ndings from different cultures, 
we nevertheless are explicit about our own position on issues of methodology and 
theory. This position we refer to as  moderate universalism , a perspective that is 
based on evidence for the presence of pan-human basic psychological processes, 
which are developed and displayed in highly variable ways across cultures.  

 In this third edition, we have retained the overall structure of previous editions. 
An introductory chapter lays out some of the basic concepts and tools of the fi eld, 
serving as an initial presentation of those theories and methods that are required 
to understand the material that follows. In Part I, we present a survey of the em-
pirical evidence drawn from comparative studies of human behavior across cul-
tures in a number of domains, ranging from development, through social behavior, 
personality to cognition, emotion, language and perception.  

 Part II delves further into the bases of our discipline, linking the research we do to 
our roots in the disciplines of cultural anthropology and biology. These materials es-
tablish our claim to be both a cultural science and natural science. The presentation 
of the links and the interplay between these two traditions establishes our claim to a 
comprehensive approach to culture–behavior relationship, rather than taking one or 
the other stances. A third chapter in this Part returns to some of the theoretical and 
methodological issues initially outlined in Chapter 1. Armed with knowledge from 
the survey of the empirical evidence from Part I, and with the concepts and fi ndings 
from our two cognate disciplines in Part II, we now examine in more depth some of 
the key issues and debates in the study of culture–behaviour relationships.  

 Part III contains chapters that are essentially applied in character, drawing on 
many of the fi ndings and ideas presented in Parts I and II. They introduce some 
new empirical domains and issues, all concerned with “real life” matters such as 
acculturation, intercultural relations and communications, work organizations and 
health. The purpose of this Part is to show that our discipline is more than a compila-
tion of empirical fi ndings, theories and methods. These can be used to examine, and 
possibly improve, the lives of peoples as they carry out their daily activities in their 
increasingly interconnected and complex cultural settings. A fi nal chapter is devoted 
to an examination of how cross-cultural psychology might develop further in order 
to take culture more seriously into its scope of work. It raises questions concerning 
how our efforts might contribute to a better understanding of personal and national 
development, and to further internationalizing the discipline so that it breaks out of 
the constraints of a science largely dominated by one cultural region of the world.  

 In this third edition, we have continued with a glossary of key terms, as a guide 
to the various concepts used in the text. These terms are placed in bold when they 
appear for the fi rst time in the text. We have also added links to materials placed 
on the Internet, some of which have been “archived” from the second edition. 
These can be accessed at www.cambridge.org/berry. For a full list of additional 
topics, please see pages xviii–xix.  www.cambridge.org/berry
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